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Statement on the Murder of John
Slane in Northern Ireland
March 17, 1997

I am deeply saddened by the murder last
Friday of John Slane in Belfast. Our sym-
pathy goes out to Mr. Slane’s family and
friends. This horrific killing deserves univer-
sal condemnation. I hope the British authori-
ties will quickly identify who is responsible.

As I have said so many times, nothing
worth having in Northern Ireland can be
achieved by killing and maiming, terror, and
threats. The people of Northern Ireland de-
serve a future of peace and prosperity
unmarred by brutality and fear in their daily
lives. I urge the people of both communities
to make known in every way they can their
repudiation of violence by any group, for any
reason. I will continue to stand with those
who stand for peace, today as we commemo-
rate the saint who brought the message of
peace to Ireland, and every day.

Remarks on the Withdrawal of the
Director of Central Intelligence
Nomination and an Exchange With
Reporters
March 18, 1997

The President. Let me begin by saying
that while I do understand his reasons, Tony
Lake’s decision to withdraw from consider-
ation as Director of Central Intelligence is
a real loss to our country and to me. He
would have been an outstanding CIA Direc-
tor because of his intelligence, his unques-
tioned integrity, his extremely valuable expe-
rience. I respect his decision because nobody
should have to endure what he has endured
in the course of this nomination. But make
no mistake about it, it’s a loss for the country.

For 4 years, Tony Lake was one of my clos-
est advisers and one of my most trusted ones.
He was an integral part of every foreign pol-
icy decision we made, and his legacy can be
seen around the world, from an end to the
war in Bosnia to a fresh start for peace in
Haiti, from real hope for peace in the Middle
East and Northern Ireland to real progress
on arms control. He is a patriot, a profes-

sional, and a statesman. Our Nation will miss
his service very much and so will I.

This episode says a lot about how so much
work is done in our Nation’s Capital. For too
long, we have allowed ordinary political proc-
esses and honest disagreements among hon-
orable people to degenerate first into politi-
cal sniping, then into political revenge. And
too often, that results in political destruction
that absolutely builds nothing for the Amer-
ican people and is not worthy of our respon-
sibilities to them. It is past time for all of
us to stop remembering who shot first and
why, and instead, to start remembering why
we are here and the fact that the American
people sent us here to work on their concerns
and their future.

The cycle of political destruction must
end. And I hope we will let it end today.
We can’t let partisan bickering stop us from
doing the work we were sent here to do. I
sense that more and more Democrats and
Republicans believe that and believe as I do
that we have to seize this opportunity to pass
a bipartisan agreement to balance the
budget.

There are now some new and hopeful
signs that we are in a position to do that.
Last month, I proposed a balanced budget
plan that secures Medicare and Medicaid, ex-
tends health care coverage to more children,
strengthens education, gives working families
tax relief, and protects the environment. I
believe that’s the best way to balance the
budget.

As you know, as part of that plan, the day
after my Inauguration I made an offer to the
Republican Congress on Medicare, propos-
ing savings that moved halfway toward those
envisioned in the most recent Republican
plan. Yesterday the Republican leaders
showed me flexibility on tax cuts and eco-
nomic assumptions. This new flexibility is a
very positive sign, and I applaud their com-
ments. They move us closer than ever to the
point where we can reach an agreement on
a balanced budget that is good for the Amer-
ican people.

I’m also encouraged by the extensive work
being done by people of good will on both
sides of the aisle throughout the Congress.
Now it is time to build on all this momentum
and make this a season of bipartisan coopera-
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